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Thirty-Secoud Congress—Seooud Session.

-'.;"EDNESDAY. JANUARY &, 1803,
[t¥ CONTINUATION ]

SENATE.
COMPENSATION TO MK, MERIWETHER

Mr, RUSK.  Mr. President, 1 laid & resolution on the
table some ten @t twelve duys ago, and | should be very
Jad 1o bave it now txken up and ncted upon.
"The Senate wly pr ded 1o the ¢
of (ke following resolution

solved, That the Hon David Meriwether, late o mem-
1,,’,‘:,;‘{5:\: Senate Crom the State ol Kauluc!y. Lie pakid Ly
mitenge wnd per diem up o the 20k day of December -
olasive

sr HALE. 1 wieli 10 inguire, as a question ol order,
if three seversl readings are nol necessary, the same a3 il
1t was i joint resclution, since it makes so appropriation

{ money ! A "
*The l‘i{ESIDENl“ The Chair will state that it does
require three severul readiogs.  That bas been the decis-
ion herelofore, ¥

The resolution was then read a second and third limes,
and the numlinn war stated 10 be on ils passage.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, 1 think | under-
stood the honorable senator from Texas, [Mr. Rusk,]
when be offered that resolution, 10 say that he otlered it
without any consullation whatever with my late col-
league, Mr. Meriwetlier, but that be had done so merely
upon his own motion, ;

Mr. RUSK, (in his seat.) That is correct.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I'have had no vonversation upon
the subject with Mr. Meriwether myself, in an wn{.
| rise now for the purpose of stating that, unless 1 could
be assured that Mr. Meriwether had awthorized the ap-
plication, I, for one, conld not vote for it, | do it upon
the ground, sir, that unless there was u controversy, and
one which is acknowledged, there is no precedent for
paying under such circumstances, and we ought not to
sel w new one. | was & inember of Uongress when the
first precedent was set upon this subjecl, and 1 voted
against it, and if it were now a_new question 1 would
vote against it in every case, The first case of the kind
which was ever before us was the case of Moore and
Letcher, of the State of Kentucky, 1| made a epeech

insl the allowance of pay antl mileage in that case 1o
the contestant. [ want 1o place all these contests for
seats here upon the same ground with other contests, and
make the invividual enter upon the contest at his own
responsibility, risking all the consequences. That was
the practice ol e House of Representatives from the
foundation of the government, 80 lar asmy investigations
have extended, down 1o the case of Moore and Letcher,
when the case was decided against my opinion and against
my vote. 1 have ever since that tlime acquiesced, with-
out npening my mouth, in the decision of cases according
to that precedent. It was followed up after that time by
the Senate, [ think there was no case beflore that lime
in the Senate which settled the precedent. That is my
opimion, nhhou‘fh I'am not perfectly certain, as 1 huve
not invesugated the proceedings in the Senate, us I did, at
the ime when thal case occurred, the proceedings in the
other branch of Congress. | think that since that oc-
curred it has been tcllowed in both branches of Con-
ress.

Now, this is an enlargement upon that precedent, and
one which [ am not willing to make oniesa there was an
avowed controversy between Mr. Meriwether and Mr.
Dixon. If the controversy bad been avowed upon the
art of Mr, Meriwether, then, sir, the precedent would
Lau justified the allowance; but there being no suc
contioversy, I eannot vote for it. g

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I was in hopes this
resolution would bave unlnim_null{‘.uﬂo one waa
more clearly satisfied m his own mind that Mr. Meri-
weiher was not entitled to the seat claimed here, not by
him butfor him, than | was. But at the same time, it is
due to him, and it is due 1o truth and justice, 1o say that
the question which was raised upon hal seal was u new
question, for which there was no precedent, and that
some of the most distingaished senalors upon this floor
were of the opinion that Mr. Meriwether was entitled to
the seat claimed by Mr. Dixon. [ think that we should
have had much greater difficully in securing the seatto
Mr. Dixon if Mr. Meriwether had appeated here and
claimed 1. I, therefore, am &r:lc!ui to him and to his
[.vohtiui friends in this pody, that they should have re-
ieved the question fronl that difficulty and embarrass-
ment. They met ilin & spirit ol generosity ; they met
itina spirit of justice and magnanimity ; and the ma-
jority of ihe body, agreeing with him in political senti-
mant, yielded 1o the convietions ol the minority, and
gave the eeat 1o Mr. Dixon. | was certainly in hopes
that as there was nothiog new in the circumsiances con-
nected with this case, except the fact of delicacy on the
part of Mr. Meriwether that he haa not appeared in pab-
lic claiming the seat, but has been standing back while
some members of (he Senate bave maintained the ques-
tion in bis behal{—as there s nothing but this o sepa-
rate the case from other precedents, | was in hopes that

)

ration

we should at once this resolution, and give the com-
pensation thut is asked. i
Mr. BADGER. [ concur, Mr. President, in the view

taken of_this subject by the honorable senator from New
York. The case is one in which, however clear indi-
vidual senators may have been in their ows opinion in
regnid to the icular questions which arose respeciing
this seat of Mr. Meriwether in the Senale, there was un-
doubtedly & large division among the several respective
senutors, It must, therefore, at all events, be considered
as having besn, before the decision of the Senate, & case

of doubt. It seems to me, however, in this case, that the !

cirenmstance that the gentleman whose seat was
for him by his llh‘u‘hi

:{ id not himeell intarrmun;clum.
but waited quietly until the question should be adjud

ted by the q&um. so far from furnishing a reason why
thin appropriation for his Lenefit should wot be made,
sirengihens the case in his favor, and is the very reason
why 'ljhil should be done by the Senate, and Cone
prompily.

Mr‘.l 'l’OUCIIZY. I would submit 10 the honorable sena-
tor from Kentucky that his objection resolves itsell into
this: that if & gentleman conducts bimsell with great
delicacy he i not 1o be paid according 10 the usaal cos-
tom of the Senate ; hutn..'on the other hand, he comes
forward mnd presses his own claim with ardor and perse-
verance, he is then entitled to the compensation, Now,
in this 1 cottroversy, Mr, Meriwether certainly con-
ducudi:'muwi!hunmwdolim and reserve. 1think |
may say that so far as ] have any knowledge on the sub-
|ect, he never an individual member of the
senate, and | have no knowledwe of his inlimating «
wish on the suhject. So far from not making the usual
allowance to him, this is, in my mind, an additional rea-
son why ';I*b:'[dba'&- But, if | ﬂ.»l;lég understand
the courme of the de # question tarned npon prece-
dents, wﬂ in mdtkm 1o the language of the
constitatlon, on w there was & very conmderable
diversity of sentiment. | agree, therefore, with the hon-
orable senators from North Carolina and from New
Vork in the hope that thia may pass without opposition in
imiﬂanhr.

r. BRIGHT. [t i due to the late senator from Ken-
tncky to smy that not only did be not elaim the conteste
reat_here, z'lll he does not claim the compensation. He
leaves the question of compensation, as he left the ques.
tion of the right 10 1ake he seat, with the Senate. He
camd here a1 the opening of the session under the impres-
wion was constitutionally entitled 10 the place,
He came under the counsel and advice of distinguisbed
lawyers in the country, and of distinguished senatora in
thin body, who enterimined honestly the eonviction that
lie was entitled to the place.  The Senate have ruled oth-
® He was satisfied with the decivion.  Ha sets up
no claim whatever fo the comp 1 A |
the honorable senator from Texas [Mr Rusx] to say that
he inleodueed thin resolution without the konowl an
of céurse without the consent,of Mr. Meniwether,
have said this merely for the purpose of letiing the Sen-
ata and the couniry know that he sets ap no claim what.
wver o comprenralion. i

Mr. RUSK e word, sir, When I introduced this
resolation it was without consultation, either with Mr.
Meriwether, or with any of b frends, or with any
senator who voled in favor of his retsining the seat
here.  As L atated upon a former occasion, when his cre-
dentinls were presented, the opinion was ex that
he was & aenator the State of Kentucky until the
nextmeeting of the legislature. That was ex in
vatiousquariers that entitled it (o the kighest respect. At
that time no decision was made upon the guestion. l-‘.wrr
hody understood then that the question would be raised ;
we were 80 ?olim by the senator from Calilornia,
[Mr. Gern.) It was widersiood all over the ehamber
that the question would be raised at this session between
the eonflicting titles 1o the seat At this session Mr.
Meriwether came here, ns | think he ouvght 1o have
come was 10 be & controverasy—everybody was
notified of that—us 1o the right of Mr,” Dixos and of Mr.
Meriwether, without the pocuremont of Mr, Meri-
wether. Under saeh cireumstances | think he was

bound to come hiere ; because, if the decision of the Sen- | hall pay.

h | disease incurred
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ate had been in favor of nis vight to the seat, he would
have heen the senator from Kentucky; and if absent, he
would to some extent huve neglected the duty imposed
upon him by bis commission. He éume bere quietly,
Frevious to that time | was upon tenns of friepdabip,
kindaess, and intimacy with him ¢ bul o far as lf hive
now seen him, he has vety modestly retived fram aboat
the Senate and from mingling with members ; so that
during the whole lime the question was pending | do not
think [ saw him hall a dozen times. Under the circum-
siances | think his coming hare was under u plain senso
of duty, and that his conduct bere was commendable.
I think that, under the ¢ircumetances, he is justly and
fuirly entitled to the compensation. | introduced the res.
olution without consultation with bim or any of his
Iriends ; and sirte, | haveonly this morning consulted
two of his [neoads in this chawber. hen 1 intro.
uced the resolution it was ohjected to by the sena-
tors from Indiana and California ; and [ kave only con-
sulted them this morning to ascertain what course they
intended to puraue, as Iﬁwinhed 1o call up the resolu-
tion, and not leave it longer tosleep upon the table,

Mr. MANGUM. [ hope the resolation will pass. 1
have as clear and decided an opinion upoh this subject as
any member of the Senate; but | find other genilemen
quite s intelligent, or more so, entenaining opinions di-
recily opposite 1o my own. And, sir, | must say that,
very mueh to my astonishment, oue of the most intelli-
r“'l whigs of the southern country, conversing with me

uring the pending of this case, expressed the opinion 1o
me privately that he thooght it was us clear a case a=
was ever presented, in lavor of the genilemitn who
lost his seat. To be sure, | was surprised. [ look
upon it w8 upon all other jons where there
is no essential difference of opinion. I trust that the
Senate will pursue the course which it has been usual
to pursue in all time, and I trust this resolution will pass
with great unanimity. | shall vote for i

The question being taken upon the resolution, it was
passed.

HMEXICAN BOUNDARY OOMMIBSION.

Mr. WELLER. I ask the Senate to proceed to the
consideration of the resolution | offered yesterduy, in re-
lation 10 the Mexican boundary commission. ave 80
modified it that it will not be objected to, and it will give
| rige 1o no debate,

The resolution was read, as follows :

Revolved, That the President of the United Siates be re-
quested to inlorm the Senate whether the boundury line
between the United Sumates and Mexico hne baan fully run
out and estublished ; and If not, whether the commission
has expired for the want of & cosnmissioner and surveyor
upon the part of this governiment,

The motion was agreed 1o,

The guestion being taken upon the resolution, it was
agreed e,

RETIRED LIST.

On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, the Senale proceeded to

the consideration, as in commiitee of the whole, of Sen-
ate bill No. 04, to increase the efficiency of the army by
aretired list for disabled officers.
. Mr. SHIELDS. I will state that this is a bill of great
importance both to the army and the navy ; and as it has
failed on previous occasions for the want of time, il is
my desire that it shall be acted upon as early as pos-
sitle, in order that the House may act apon it al this nes-
sion. | have an amendment which 1 now offer as a subs
stitute for the bill, ineluding the navy, and putting all
upon the same footing,

The amendment was read and agreed to, as follows :

Strikes out all miter the enacting clavse, nnd insert:

That if any commisioned officer o the army, navy, or
ol the marine corps, thnll have become |ncapable of per-
forming the duties ol his otlice by reason of age, wounds, or
in the service of the United Siates, be
shinil be glnud upon a retlred list, and retited from the ser-
vice, with the pay proper of his rank, and witl the service
ration 10 which he s entitled at the time, but without any
| oiber aliowance to which he might be eotited il he con-
]unuad in the service, either in the line or stnil ; und the
| otficer next in the line of promouon, who Is physically e(fi-
| aient, shall be promoted ta the place of the retired stficer,
| with the rations snd emolumenta apperininivg thereto, but

shiall con inue to receive the pay proper of the grade from
| which he was promoted until ao actual vacancy shall hap-
pen, w which e may succeed, according 1o the harelolore
estubilished laws of the service ; and the same rule ol pro-
| mstion, puy, aud allowances shall be applied succeesively
{10 the vacancies and promotions consequent upon the re-
| tirement of ar officer as herein provided.
| Sec. 2 And be st further enacted, That, to carry out the
| provisions of this act, any officer of the army, oavy, or
| minrine corps, who mmay bhave been inespacitated as herein
recited, nnd who shail voluntarily apply to be retired (rom
netive serviee, or, on being ordered 1o pu:furm the duties
cappropriate (0 bis commission, shall report bimsell aoable
| o omply with such orler, or when any otlicer, in the jadg-
! mient of the President, shall bave become in #ny way in
| enpaciiated lor the perlormiancs of the duties ol his office,
| tbe President ol the United Suates, st his discestion, shall
| direet the Secremty ol War, in case ol the army, and
| the Secretsry of the Nuvy, in case ol the navy or marine
|eorps, to refer the case of such officer, it an otficer of the
| mimy, tonn army board, and If an officer of (he navy (o &
|nl!y board, to be composed of not less than three, nor
| more tkan saven commissioned offieers, 10 be demiled from
| those ol supertor mnk 0 him whose case |8 under consid-
eration, as fur s bis grade and the ioterest of the servies
| will permit; aud the said bonrd shinll determine upon the
| case relerred W theis, and their opinion thereon, with the
Lrecord of the umceﬂ;lngn, shall be transmited 1o the Sec-
| retary of War, or sretary ol the Nuvy, us the oase mny
| be, to be Inld betare the President of ihe United Sintes
| for his approval or disspproval ; sod il in the judgment of
| the board the otlicer be considered 1neapacituted Jor active
| service, nnd the Presidest approve such judgment, sald
oilicer shall thereupon be placed upon the List of retred
otlicers aecording to the previous seotion of this not,
| Sge. 8 Awnd be of further emacted, That the President, in
Chis diseretion, may direct any otheer, who shalt bave served
forty years in the miliary or naval service ol the Unied
ﬂt?:,ll. to be piaced on the fist of retired officers as alore-
.
|

i
Mr. HALE. 1 rather hope that this bill will not be

| foreed o a this morning. My leetion does
| not agree with that of the hoonorable senator from 11li-
|;1ml. if he thinks we have ever passed a bill of that kind
lin the Senate aince | have been a member. | will not
| may that it is not #o; butit has not 1o my recollection,
'l have had my atention particularly turned to this ll,
and | will state the case which | bave had in view.

happen to know & young man in the navy who will be

seriounly affected by this bill.  He is a young man who

lowt his sight in consequence of s gallant and merori-

ous conduct—I think upon the coast of Cuba—in reliev-

ing some British smilors. His conduct wans so meritorious

that, us [ have been informeid, althoogh | bave not my-

sel[ seen the statement of it in the report of the proceed.

Lings, that it was alluded 1o in the House of Commons as
' bighly metitorious act, which entitled the young man
rendering the services 1o some mark of approbation [rom

| the government of Greal Britain, But it was suggested
that such a mark would probably come more properly
[ from his own government, and the matier was post.
ned. At ihat time he was a young man of twenty or

| twenty-five, and from that day to this he has been in-
| carab y blind.  He s now, | think, less than torty years
|of age. 1should be exceedingly unwilling that the gov-

ernment, in [urnishing a retred list, should consgn an
officer of the Ametican navy, under such circumstances,
0 such & conditon. One of the members of the Naval
Committee thinks | am always opposed to the navy, bat
| believe that [ am the only conmwtent friend it has npon
this floor. | should be exceedingly sorry 1o see a naval
officer, who hus incurred such a dreadiul calamity as that
in rendering highly meritorious services, packed away
like a sick or e horse that could not be used any

er.

here is another case in the army—a cane which mumt
be familiar to every member of the Senate—the case of
Major Searle. You know what bus situation was, He
was rendered entirely helpless by a ball in the apine, du-
ring the Florida eampaign, There waa an attempt to
overslaugh him on that acconnt, but it did not meel the
approbation of the Senate. In making a retired lint—[

i | do not want to interfere, war ia not my vocalion—but in

making & retired list—and | wish it could be made very
large—1 do pray and hope that cases like those to which
| bave relerred may receive the consideration of the
commities, and that they may not be subjected 1o what
it meema 10 me they will be subjected if |Lis bill passes,
11t were not for sach cases as these, | should not care
il you passed a bill to retics 1he whols of them, | will
not find fault; but | do ask the Senate 1o allow the bill
as amended to be laid apon the table and prioted. [t ean
be taken up at a future day; and il soch cases as thess
can be laken care ol, | have nota word to inlerposs. But |
do hope that those who ate saffering the severeat evils
which affliet hnuuu{. and woffering in nence of
their gallantry and noble beariog, may not be placad in
worse sitoation than those who have avoided sueh Jiffi-
cultien by avaiding the penls.

Mr, TOUCEY. | wish to say a word upon this gen-
eral subjeet. 1 look upon & mensure of this kind as really
" mu.lt:‘r of lﬂnr:‘;; becanse “luhv‘mx men daan{hlﬁﬁ by

or infiemity i army and the navy upon fall pa

i.i‘.m evil whiii, in-some mode, ahould be remedied %
know of no better remedy, according to the aystem that

now exists, and aceording 1o existing laws, than 10 allow
that class of men to withdraw from active service upon
That | understand to be the proposition of the

senator from [llincis. 1 look upon it, therefore, as sub-
stantinlly & system of reform. |1 may be misrepresented |
it miy be perverted ; but it is essentially and in iself a
system ol relonn, by which you allow those who have
spent thelr best days lo the serviceé of the sountry, in-
stead of being cufuﬂ’. o retain their rank and thewr po
sition, and to retire upon dispensing with one-half of
their pay. It isin tha! view of it that | shall give my
cordial support 1o this bill.  The particular details of the
bill have not fallen under my observalion, but | desired
o say this upon the general subject

Mc. UNDERWOOD. [ rise for the purpose of making
an inquiry of-the honoreble chairman of the Military
Committes in regard to the prineiples of this bill.  There
are some officers who have lost an wrm | olhers have lost
a leg | pome labot duder one dsabilily and som under
another. Some of those otficers thus situsted in the army
are now in the performance of active duties, o farus
they wre able to perform them. T want 1o ascertain what
will be the operation of this bill in regard to them.  Will
it have the etect, against the will of the oflicer, to ex-
clude him from the service, and to put others over their
heads? For instance, 1 will éite the cate of Colonel
Loting, who bus lost an arm.  With one arm, Colonel
Loring can be an efficient field olficer ; and pachaps per-
form all the duties which would devolve upon him if be
were promoled to the rank of ageneral, although thus dis-
abled of one arm. | shonld regard 1t as o great misfo
tune to Colonel Loring, who has thus honorably been dis-
abled in the service, 1o be precluded from all futore pro-
motion, and to be compelled to retive upon the pay of n
retired otlider, and this 10 be eut olf from his ]:flvndllil'.lll o
receive lurther wlvancement, on account of His glorlous
wounds

There is another class—and 1 have a feiend in my
mind in that situation which induces me 10 make the re-
mark—there 18 a class of caplaing und inferior grades
who, if they could be promoted so that they could be
upon horses, might perform duty in almost any capacily ;
bat if they are required to go on foot they will hive 10
relire, under the operation of this bill, upon the pittance
allowed them, and have all prospect of future elevation
and promotion cut off  Now, sir, to all officers i the
army situated in that way this bill is & death-hlow ?
Thiey would almost prefer lic sacrifice of their lives to the
passage of this bill, if it is w place them 1 that posi-
tion==il all hope of ever elevating themselves beyoud Lhe
position they now ocenpy is luken from them, and il
they are left with one leg, or with maimed or crippled
legs, although not amputated, in such a condition that
they cannot walk, without hope of promouon, [ throw
out these suggdstions, and ask my friend to explain the
operation of this bill dpbn these cases, il e pleases.

Mr. SHIELDS. The honorable senator from Connec
ticut [Mr. Tovcey] has charactenzed this bill properly.

This 18 essentially a measure of relorm. | may be per-
milted to state that 1 did not intend 10 say a word upon
this Bill; becaase I did not believe it would provoke dis-

cnssion, But in my humble judgment, unless some such
measure as this is passed, you ean neither render your
army nor {unr navy efficient. There are several other
bills to lollow, but this is the foundation ; and without
this bill we can render none of the other hills effective. It
provides firat that officers wholly disabled to perform the
duties of their office on account of wounds received in
the service, on aCeount of age, or on aceount of disease,
shall be retired, under certmin circumsiagees, Oae case
is when they shall ask or request to be so retired, No
injustice can be done to a man who is retired, because he
asks and requests it.  Another case is, when an officer
called upon 1o perlorm a duty periaining to bis office shall
declare himsell to be incompetent, either from wounds,
disease, or age. The third case is whnen, from wdunds,
disense, or age, the President of the United Siates may
judge an officer 1o be incompetent ; when Lie is to submi

than three or more than five. These are the particular
cases provided for.

The cases, therefore, mentioned by the senator from
New lhmm‘)im will not be affected by this bill, unless
those otficers themselves ask to retire, or unless they de-
clare themselves unable to perform duties pertaining to
their office, or are so declared ; in which case it becomes
the duly of the President 10 submit that matter to the
board thus provided. The cases mentioned by the sen-
ator from Kentucky would not be touchied hY the bill at
all. Those gentlemen are in the service, | believe. They
are active and etficient officers,  Although they have sui-
ftered from wounds, they are excellent officers, and con-

the question 1o & board of officers consisting of not loss |

s
whom | referréd [n the navy, A young men, twenty or
twenly-live years of uge, eniers the service with all the
ambition aud all the spirit that belong to & young man
just entering life, and loses his eyesight in the marito-
tious servies of the country. His pay is aboul enough to
support bim economically. But by tus bill you subject
him to a situation 1 which (hat is t:dunmj, one hall
Phus, »ir, you make bravety u erime. You put a pre-
minm upon cowardice and skulking. You virtually say
lo your ®. When you are sent to fight a batils, take
care that you do not get wounded ; tuke care not 1o lose
your arm; lake care oot to put yourself in a situation
whete you may he disabled, because, the very moment
thut your beavery leads you into sdch i peril, that mo-
ment your country puts you by, like a disabled snimal,
no longer fit for use. @say, sir, that a bill which does
that s, In my humble apprehension, an unjust bill, and
ought not to pass. No molives of convenience, lo my
mind, can justify such a bill as that. | think that the
bill ought 10 be laid over and printed. Nobody ean pre-
tend thut by that course any injustice would be dane,
move, #ir, that the further consideration of the hill be
i!(mljlllll‘rd ntil to-morrow, and that the bill be prioted.

Mr. CASS. | want 1o say but one word more, and it is
this: The honorable senainl sjreaks of the injustice of
the operation of the bill, because it only gives to officers
ang-half what they now receive. Wiy, sir, il a man
loses hoth bis arme.in a battle, he gets a penszion ; and
what s it? The penwsion which he recieves is one-half
of his pay.

Mr. HALE, (in his seat ) They don't turn him out.

Me. CAS3. No, they do not; but he goes out, and
what diflezence does it make 1o him whether he goes out
by the repeal af the law, or in any other way, if he is out ?
['speak of the operation of the system. [f a man loses
both his arms he can receive but half pay. We propose
10 give these ollicers just about full pay—that is, the pay
proper, added to the absolute pay received under the laws
of the United States. The pay proper, I think, is one-
half. AL thist rate this ia double the compensution given
under your pension laws. 11 it is right in cases of dis-
ubility which come under the pension laws, what injus-
tice is there in this case ! | repeal that this subject has
heen betore us lor years, and has been [ully considered.
Fhe hill has passed the Senate repemtedly. There are no
new facts, and o new questions which bave arisen ; and
I hope it will pass. ;

Mr. SHIELUS. | do not want to lake ap the time of
the Senute in debating the matter, | they are disporad to
puss the bill, they will ; gnd if not, it will fail. But | am
astonished at oné thing. !tia that the senator from New
Hampshire, who seems to have laken oceasion hereto-
fore 1o assail the navy, should now oppose this measure,
which is intended 1o reform hoth the army and the navy
| have agreed with hum, and | agree with others, that
both branches of the service require reformation, And 1
also state that there is a weight of incapacity and super-
annuated imbecility waighmt down bath branches—the
army and the navy—and the bureaus oo ; and itis for the
benefit of the nation and for the heneit of the service
|lhul these men be turued cut of the upmy. There are
drones in the army, drones in the navy, drones in the na-
tion; but it would be croel to turn them ont, and thus
| render your srmy and navy efficient, if they have become
superannuated in the service, or disabled, or wounded in
the service, without making provision [or them. No just
ar generous nation cduld do that. 1 think, sir, that {
should be one of the last men to do injustice Lo a man
wounded in the army, or to & man who has suffered in
the army, ltis my very purpose lo make provision for
these men—| t prowi lo give them eupport
and an honorable support through life. But it seems (o
me that it is impossible to proceed with uny measure of re-
| form in the srmy, in the navy,or inany branch of the pub-
| lic serviee, withoul removing lrom that service men whom
we all know are incompetent to perform the discharge ol
}the duties incumbent wpon the position they hold in the
army and the navy. Sir, upon our frontier, bordering
upon Mexico, are men commanding regiments who are
captaing in those regiments, The colonel 18 at home, un-
able to leave Washinglon, receiving the pay and emolu-
ments of his postition, Thus the men killed at the head
of regiments were often captains—the colonel being at
home, not liom any default, but becanse unable 10 he
present ; and no President will turn out w man who has
become old, superannuated, or broken down in the ser.
vice without giving him some compensation, some mode
by which be can live, Our laws have never given them
such a model. and 1 take it for granted they never will, if

tinue in the discharge of their duty. Thia bill p | the
Senate lwo years ago. [t was brooght in by my prede.
cessor upon the Military Committee, and was lost in the
House tor want of time. | then thought it my duty to
bring it in at this time ; and have ouly added, at the re-
quest of various officers, the navy, in order to put them
upon the same footing with the army. | think that
correct, | will add that, as the navy and the army are
now constituted, unless those officers are retired who are
totally disabled from performing any portion of their du-
ties, you can never make either arm of the public ser-
vice efficient. ‘That is the experience of every other
army and navy in the world, !
providing for the gubsistence of these poor disabled offi-
cers dntlng their lives, instend ol doing as we should
otherwise be finally compelled 1o do—turning them out
of the service, ridding the service of them. The bill pro-

hi i

heen irre y and ir y inj in the ser-
vice soas 1o be no longer able 1o perform service, 1
think no wan can object 1o a bill of that kind.

Mr. CASS. 1 believe thisis one of the best bills we
have had before us at this session. [t has been bhefore
us three or four yeais. And so far as [ understand the
feeling of officers of the army, they are altogether in
favor of it. 1t may be that it will work some personal
| injustice—| do not know how precisely, for | do not see
bow it can—bul thatis to be expected from any bill which
we can pass, L | recollect the bill, it iswo well gusrded
that | do not see how it is possible that it should lead 10
injustice.

Mr. SHIELDS, (in his seat.) 1tis impossible, unless
the President proposes an act of injustice.

Mr. CASS That wus my impression. There must
be also n board ol officers to decide upon all these cases.
We can leave the otficers in no safer hands than their
own. The I'resident cannot judge of the degree of dis-
ability. [t must be inquired into by a board of officers—
fellow-officers, with the same interests and the same feel-
ings. There is no military service upon the lace of the
globe where there is not such a law. I you do not have
ity in the course of time you have an army of superan-
nuated men, utterly i " to dio b L other
countries they are set anide upon what is called half-pay
for life. In all other countries the government has the
nrhitrary power, and can cot them off when (hey please
But here the othcer remains, even if he is atterly ineapa-
ble of performiog his daty, and he 18 not excluded. Now
the government 18 willing to give hun about hall of whai
he receives for full services, bat eannot do it.  He stands
in the way not ol one man or ol a dozen, but this goes
down progressively from him to all below him.  They

to dn, on tof s pRcily
to be sure—one ol the misloriunes incident to life; but
the merviee of the country must not suffer by it; and
nothing will save the eouniry, in my upillinn.zlut wuch

could not 1olerate it in the event of & war.
case it will be found that the executive and the Senate
will overslaugh them. | do not ses how it can be pre.
vented  You cannot send men throogh the éountry, ex.
ecuting the duties of others, leaving those others with full
compensation. [t is better for them 1o retire—betier for
themselves and better for the service. T think | am ao-
thonzed 1o say that the wemy ia in favor of this bill, It
haw been drawi by one of the best friends of the army in
the Senate, und one of onr most able senators. 1 ilo noi
recollect a word of the bill which is not perfectly satisfac
tory ; and I trust it will be passed without opposition,
Mr. HALE My desite was that the hill should be
inted. Every word of it was introduced this morning,
disclaim entering into the details of the army and navy.
| know nothing at all about them generally, anil [ leave
them 1o the appropriate committees to which they belong
My desire is simply to gnard the Senate and the country
against doing injustice, 1t is suggested that a man ean-
not be put out of the reception of his pay and emolu-
menis unless he declates himself disqualified.  Take the
case [ have already mentioned, and which is familiar to
the Senate—ihe case of Mujor Searle. Heis atterly inca-
pacitated. He has lost the use of his limbs. Yet the
Senate of the United States have refused to allow him
10 be overslaughed. Suppose that Major Searls is ordor.
ed to perlorm some military dulr He declares himself in-
capacitated, ns he must declare himself. Then, according
to the hill, there is i b & board of officers 1o see if that
a0, OF courne, they find it so. And then, nnable 10 use
hisown limbs, and pechaps just able to live upon the pay
he gets, and 1o hire & sorvant, he ia to be put aaide as use-
lowa lumber half-pay. The Senate refused 1o see
him overalanghed, and his right of promotion, cut off an
acaount of disabilities received inthe service of the coun-
try
| may thatw hill which werka injustice is an unjust bill.
T will ke another case—the cane of the individual to

| what to their discretion in preparing it

n fact, sir, this 18 & bill |

vides a refuge, a support, a living, Iﬂth_on.v men who have |

a bill as this,  You cannot go on as you bhave done, and | #nd my (viend from Maine.
you cannot now overslangh them and turn them oat, | turn oul auy officer of the army. t
wither from the military service or the navy. The service |do it, but e will not do it unless there is some pro-
And in that | vision made [or them. And again: this bill cannot lurm

the h b from New Hampahire has his way.
| bave dose my duly. | am opposed to the post at,
I want the Quuation decided one way ot the other.

Mr. DOWNS. [ hope this bill will be passed now.
It seems to me that no objection s made 1o its purpose.
| have no doubt that it has been very carefully prepared
by the commiltee, and I think we ought to trust some-
Itis not proba-
able that a measure of this kind can be perfecied at once |
but this 18 the commencement of what we all feel to be de-
sirable. [ think we cannol do better than pass the bill,

The senntor from New Hampshire seems to oppose the

| ol otficers who will go on the retired list. He seems 10
| furget altogether wnother class of officers who are inter-
| ested in the matier, and the countey also. | allude to that
| cluss who perform the duties of the superannuated or dis-
ubled officers. The senator's objection to the il seems
| to be, that by It we muy not treat with sufficient kindness
{and hiberality those officers who may have renderad meri-
| torious services. | do not think the counlry can be ac-
| cused of ingratitude. 1 do not think that, by the provis-
| ions of the bill, there is any dnufr of injustice being
| done to such officers; and if it should operate unjusily upon
{any of them, | have no doubt that future legistation will
| provide lor such cases, On the other hand, there is a
| hardship which ought to be prevented. There are offi-
| cers who, in # subordinate capacity, have been compelied
for years and years o perform duties appertaining 1o a
| higher grade. 1o the Mexican war there was scarcely
{ regiment in the fiell ever commanded by the officer
| highest 1n rank, for they were commanded by captaina,
| majors, and other inferior officers, who performed all the
lduties. | would go as far as any man to be perfectly
|liberal ; and | am sure the nation and the governmen!
(always will be liberal to those who have performed mer-
L itorious services ; but [ am oawilling, at the same time,

that injustice should be done to those who do the actual

service. | have never heard an ohjection M.rmunlly urged
| against the measure, here or elsewhere. |1 we delay act-
{ing wpon it, it may defeat it in the other House ; for
| thia s & short session. | hope we will not do so by dil-

ferences on minor matters, and imperfections which may
| bedn it | hope, therefore, the bill will pass,

Mr. BRADBURY. Mr, President, [ am disposed 1o
| favor a bill of this character, believing Ilur,whenénnnp-
| peely considered, it may result in public good, Bat |
| would like to call the atention of the honorable ehair.
man of the Committee on Military Affairs 10 the objec-
tions that buve been made by the senator from New
Hampshire, and inguire whether they might not be ob-
vialed by making a distinction in the compensation that

are all doing service which the law does not require them | khould be received in the cases of those w!m have in-
i It in a misforiane, | curred disabiliny in the performance of gallant service
[in the line of their duty ?

Mr, SHIELDS, 1 will make a statement which ought,
I think, to satsly the senator from New Hampshire
The President can now
He has the power to

one man oul of the army, uvless with the approval of the
President,

Mr. BRADBURY. The point to which | was about
to direct altention was this: That thers ought to be a
distinction between the ciases were the dikanility anses
m the discharge of gnllant service in the line ol the offi.
cet's duty, and those cases where the disability wrises
during inactuvity, or without the exhibition ol any supe-
rior gallantry. There may be cases where an officer is
totally unable 1o perform hisduty—and this is the point—
and yet he may be entitled to something more thian half
pay.  An officer may receive a wound, or be deprived of
tis sight, in the discharge of his duty. [na case of that
kind I would diseriminate, and authorize the President
1o bestow full pay onsuch an officer. He may lose his
limbs ; he may be unable 10 clothe or feed himsell, and
being unable to petform his dutiss—having received the
wound in the performance of hisduty—1 think ho ought
10 receive enongh 1o support him. Ui, therefore, with
the view of ning considerati of this kind that
1 woull express the wish that the bill should be laid over
and printed. Tt can be laken upagaia to-morcow morn-
ing ; and | shall be disposed to vote [or a bill, which,
after baving had an opportunity 1o exmmine it, | may
think will meet the cases which this bill is designed 10
mneet.

My SUMNER.
the ignnml question ; but [ must make the request o
‘my triend [rom Lllinois that he shounld consent to the post-
ponement of thia bill, that we may all enjoy the advan-
tage which he himsell has had. " No one who knows
thul senator can suppose that hie in any way would be a
rnym u bill which had in it any element of injuatice.
t hns been said that this bill is onjust in some of ite pro-
visions. | wish that we may all an &N oppartunity to
read it, (o know what its provisions are, lo see whether
itimunjust ; and an the sanator from [lipois has the ad-

[ have no desire to say anything on

bill on the ground that injustice may be done 1o the class |

f | belore the S

vantage of us ell—he having read i1, and none of us hav-
ing done #0, but only lstened w0 it while it was read by
the Secretary—1 hute it will be posiponed wnd print-
ed. po that we way bo able 1o act upon it intelligenly.

Mr. SHIELDS, " The only reason why | was anxious
1o pass this bill this morning was in order that it migh
lhiave an oppoftunity te be acled upon in the other Houre
during this session. [t has fuiled 1o pass through e
other House before for want of tme, and 1 wo afraid o
it not acted upon sow it will fail again.

Several Sgnarons. We can take it up to-imorrow.

M. SHIELDS | will conseat that it be postponed
uatil tosmorrow, wilh & view 0 have it p‘rirrlsa},

Mr. BORLAND. 1 hope that it will not be postponed,
but that it will be acted apon now. It is a subject which
has been before us several times within the lasi three or
four years, | did think that if any subject had been
tully considered, both by the Senate and the country,
this was the guestion above all others. The objection
made by certain senmlors seemn (o be thut it does not pro-
vide well enough for the officera of the army. | have
talten some pains o ascertain the opinions of many offi
cers of the army on this subject. 1 was on the commit-
tee, and am stll oo the committee, which reported the
bill.  We have taken pains to ascertain the views of the
officers af the army, and il there has been any one who has
expressed any objection to it, [ am ignorant of the fact
Those who have given their views in favor of it are as
well qualified to wive an opinion as any persons can be
As the bill has been a0 long before the Senate and the
counuty. | hope we may have immediate action upon

friend

it,
Mr. CHASE. [ hope the nequieacence of m
|¥c post-

from Wlinais in the suggesiion with 1o 1]
ponement of this - .
of the Senate. 1 trust that it will be
because [ desire that the business of the Senate may be
intelligently condueted, The amendment which is now
under zousideration was introduced this morning for the
first time as & substitute for a bill which has been long
upon our tables. Comparing that substitute in manu-
seripl, as read at the desk of the Secretary, with the print.
ed bill, T find there are some very essential differences,
and these differences ought to receive a careful con-
mideration, ut least as carelul a consideration as can be
gmcurn-.l by having the bill pricted and laid on our ta-

les, to be taken up to-morrow. My friend from A
kansas [ Mr. Borranp] is a member of the Military Com-
mittee, in whose jodgment and diecretion I have very
great eonfidence, and generally | And myself concurring
with him in my vote. But he should recollect that while
he and the other members of his commitiee have had an
opportunily o see this before, thoogh in writing, other
gentlemen huve not had the privilege of seeing it at all.
I hope, therefore, it will be postponed.

Mr. BORLAND. | hope thar, as the chairman and
olher members of the Military Committes acquiesce in
the postponement, there will be a general understanding
that it shal be taken up and acted vpon to morrow.

Several Sknarors. Certainly.

Mr. STOCKTON, I have no objection to the post
ment of s bill ull to-morrow; nay, | desire that it
muy be postponed to a still more remote period. | do
not rise, however, to discuss that question, but eimply 1o
usk the chairman of the Mililary Commiltee if he is not
willing to leave the business of tiu navy in the Senate 1o
the Naval Commitiee, and whether he will not be kind
enough, in the generosity of his temper, to believe that
the Naval Commitiee will use their beat exertions in be-
half of the navy, and whether he will not consant to
sirike oul of the bill the words ** the navy, and 10 the
narine corps "

Mr. Slilib:LDS. I am perfectly willing to refer the
whole matter o the Naval Committee, and they will do
me & very 'Funl. favor if they will take it upon their
shoulders. The Committee on Military Aflairs have in-
cluded the navy in this bill, because, on a former oeca-
sion, the Committee on Naval Atfairs felt it rather hard
because we introduced a bill for the army and did not
include the navy. And another reanon for including both
in one bill was that they might be precisely upon the
same footing; because, il one bill is brought in for the
army, and another for the navy, they might differ in prin-
ciple and in detwil But 1 will consent, if the senator
wishes it, to reier the whole subject 10 the Naval Com-
mittee, and let them investigate it

Mr, STOCKTON. The honorable senator would then
commit a greater error than | think he has committed
now, because e would refer to the Committee on Naval
Affairs an important subject, ol which they know little or
nothing in eomparison with the experience and knowl-
edge which his own gallant services have od him.
He is well—no one is beller—acquainted with the
wants of the army, and no one can or will do it
more justice. | have no doubt he is equally dis-
posed to do justice 1o the navy; but certainly there in
a  difference” between (he wants of the army and
the navy of the United States in the many nﬂiculun.
and perhaps in none more so than in the matters
of efficiency and discipline. Sir, that the navy of the
United States requires some reform in several gllﬂ.ll.'.lﬂlrl
1 think there are but few who doubt; but this bill cannot
secure the reforms adveried to, some of which I will
mention at the risk of being tedious. [t contmins but
Little power that is not already vested by law in the exec-
ative department of the government. The President of
the United States and the Secretary of the Navy can now
put any officer on furlough who cannot perform his duty ;
and \r{l)‘ do they not perform that duty '—unpleasant
duty, | grant. by is it that eenators ask us o stand
beiween the execulive gavernment and the people in re-
gard to their proper responsibilities and duties! The law,
sir, has already given them power 1o clear away all this
rubbish of which the honorable chairman of the Com-
mirtee on Military Affairs speaks. Such persons as he
speaks of have no business in the navy. They ought to
have been furloughed long ago. The channel should have
been opened before this, and in a different way. The
best officers of the navy should bave been called up to
the performance of the highest duties of the prolession,
without regard to their rank. The reason they have not
been 8o called is to be found in the imbecility of the gov-
emment | they bave not the power to do it now, let
them take the responsibility and ask i1, .

But, sir, if it is necessary for the Senate now to inter-
fere, let us have a well-considered system. Let us begin
and make a thorough reform. But is it wise to do this
now—to do this on the eve of the oulgoing ol an sdminis-
tration ! The Committee on Naval ihm. I believe, for
twelve months, have thought of nmmﬂ.f more earnestly
and anxiwously than nunﬁ reform, and they design 1o
submit, some of these days, to the Benate their views of
that refoim  But some of them wish to begin at ihe
Navy Depariment. 3

Sir, all the members of that committee cherish a re-
ard, a patriotic love, for the navy. They cherish those
eelings for il not only on aceount of the remembrances
of the past, bat the anticipations of the future. They re-
member that this nation in indebied to the navy more
than to the army, or to all the other defensive Inatitu-
tions of the country, for its present lofty and prosperous
position. That | say without fear of contradiction,  Sur,
when dismay pervaded this country, when the dark
cloud of muloriune was hovering over you, when de-
feat followed defeat in your army, whose shouts of tri-
umph reamimaied and reinvigorated the patriors heart !
It was your gallant pavy. nil yet, sir, the honorahle
senaior [rom New Hampshire (Mr. HaLe]Jonly on yester-
day complained of the expensesof the navy, Sir, the
expenses of our navy are nothiag in comparison with its
importance, its uselulness. They never have boen. One
vaitle—the batile of the Constitution and the Guerriere—
was worth more 1o this nation than all the reasure
that haw ever been expended upon the Ml‘ﬁ A m-
ber, that &t the time of which | speak the British navy
and invineility were, in the minda of most of our eoun-
trymen, one and the sama thing; and remember, also,
that your execulive quailed 'elore the terrors of that
invincihiliny,  Your ships were ordered to be lad vp,
and your coast and e ile marine abandoned to the
enemy.

It was an officer of the navy (Hall) who, lna.iml an
thority, without orders, in opposition to the will of the
government, went 1o sea, anid with his noble ship and
gallant etew achieved for you 1hat victory which aston-
iwed the world and elecinfied our own government
people, and from its moral effect was worth, as | have
said, all the money you have ever expended upon
the navy. The imporiance, the effect, the value of that
fight, of Hull's it is impossible to measure or 10 explain
In fifteen minutes the trident of Neptune was wresied
{rom the grasp of that heretofore invincible navy. At that
time, sir, the idea of British invincibility was so com-
man, hardly a man out of the navy did not
helieve that one Briush frigate conld take two or three
American frigates,  Now, sit, in thid state of public fes]-
ing—with snch odds against them-—let me call up here
te mome [ of the past, Let
me atate one fact, if no more, to Show 1t ubliulia‘nnluu
are under, ot only to the ship bt to the officer, 1o
lluntrate the canse of thia vietory (o have been the sape-
rionty of your men,  You have an materials now,
hat they must keep up with the progress, the improve-

ment of the age in which they live.
Y Ban the bold Coustitation the Guaerriere o'srtaking,
While the sen from her fury divides ™

See, likewise, that haughty iavinsible Britah ingate

ned, limpiy

.

Iyin g to leewand under easy sail, impatiently wailing the
eoncounder.  Se¢ her crew, elated with the remembrances
of & hundred battles, in e hope, the joy, the expecta-
tion of an easy conguest.  Hear their shouts ol anlicips-
ted triwmpl, only checked by the certainty of oo essy &
victory, Now, sir, look 1o your own Constitution,

her bearing down to that {rgate—thet invincible frigate
with Saint George's imperious and arrogant ensign,

15 silent; no hurrying to or {ro; no confusion ; sll read
Ly fight and 1o die for their cur-lu!:]y. Again, sir, on

e Brivish ship all is bustle, and hurry, and exuliation
of anticipated victory. All is still and silent as death on
board the Constitution.  They could not hope for an eus
vietory ; butthero they were, | speak not merely of ﬂll‘j
courage, but of their devolion 1o their country amd 1o their
flag ; they resolved to do or die.  They bore down on the
British frigate without n whisper being heard on her peo-
pled deck.

They bhad heard of raking fires; ihey well knew thejr
destructive eflect.  They Lad heanl of the memorable
tactic of the British navy,and soon pecceived thit the cap-
tan of the Botish fngate was not Lo be satistied with sim-
ply taking them, but e would doitin the most approved
manver, Steadily Hull goes down, nothing deunted.
Une British frigate fires 4 raking broadside, and then
wore round and fired another,  Steadily Hull keeps his
course. By and h{ the first Lieutenant ol the Constilution
asked Captain Hull if he should return the fire. Hull
inquired, “Have you lost iugif men #* * No,sir” “Wait
awhile,” sand Hull. Steadily he keeps his course unul
lie gets within pistol shot, and then rounding 1o, as if
for a salote, with one broadside gained the vietory.

Now, sir, some of these, perhaps, are amonget the
men (hat yon propose by this bill, unceremoni y, if

by the will ol the President to pat A re-
i1 »
the men who run irom the delence of the ]
eake. Woull you, sir, pat men who, when the -
ish boarded their ship, ran below, on the same list wi
the gallant victors of ithe Constitation? Is that Imlr
Therefore | say, that the chairman of the Military -
miltee has, in my judgment, not well considered this bill
80 far as it regards the navy. 1l we are to have a re-
trenl list, we should have two lists. We should have one
which would be for such men as Hull, and such men as
Morgan—ihe gentleman who was before the Senate yes-
terday on indictnent by the senator from New Wamp-
shire. He is one of the most gallant men [ ever knew,
and when the Constitution got foul of the Guerriere, he
went up into the mizen rigging, and baving looked down,
sung out to his shipmates, ** they have all run away from
their guns—Ilel us board ' Xm! this_he did amidst
showers of shol that fell around him. That was the of-
licer who was arraigned Lere yesterday,

Sir, 1 ask the honorable chairman ol the Committee on
Military Atlairs 1o allow the Comimities on Naval Aflaire,
who perhaps have reflected on this subject as much as
any other members ot this body, to take care of the in-
leresta of the navy for the present—let them have fo:-
ther trial.

But I must in candor say, that that committee, | be'icve,
are nol ready to repurt on B0 imporiant & maltter w ¢ the
reorganization of the navy, The navy bhas not only uean
important, but with these war resolulions and these war
speeches dinging in our ears day after day, I consider it
more important at this time than it ever has been, It is
now, [ will undertake to say, good for nothing for the
purposes of war; und I would rather make & molion now
to abolish the navy of the United States than undertake
to mend and pateh it up by piece-meal. Let us go al it in
gooi earnest and see what we can do for it, It has bap-
pened with the navy that since its first establishment
ihere has never been any overhauling of its ** personnel.”
The wrmy has been pruned and culled two or three limes,
but the navy has never been interiered with in that way.
The government has alwayes acted on the presumption
that @ boy, who entered the navy when he was 1welve
years of age, was capable of commanding a ship and
wearing the epaulets of a caplain whenever he was pro-
maoted in turn to that rank,  Apply that rule tothe pur-
suits of the world generally : take any hundred men who
promised well in their youth, and how many of them will

ou find who have realized the fond expectations of -
riends when lhe{ arrived at the age of manhood ?

~ The thing speaks for itsell. Toe navy needs reform-
ing, not only because it never has n reformed, but
hecause most ol 1hose persons who could get an appoint-
ment in the navy when boys are there now. The conse-
quence of this system is, ull the old officers who are in
llhe service must conlinue to fill the most important
places, fit or unfit. They are of bigh character, and have
rendered the couniry greal services, and should be bon-
ored, bat not employel where younger men would do
better. They do not belong to the school of progress;
they may be old men who have not thought it necessary
to keep up with the constant progress of naval in
the world. They may be men of high honor, of great
courage, of exalted worth, men who maintained the
honor and glory of the conotry in the bawle and the
breeze. But, sir, old age has come ; 1hgly must retire, but
it should be un honorable retirement. The ardor, the fire
of youth is goue : Lhey have not the rame thing to excile
them to exertion as younger men who are in the merid-
ian of life, and who by the present system are kept en-
til‘r|i)’ without employment such as their talents demand,
until they in like manoer are borne down with years.
Sir, | hold that this government bas nothing to do with
commiseration of pity in thia matler of reorganizing the
navy. We are bound to do justice to the country as well
as 10 the otficers. 1 hold that the nation is entitled to the
services, and the best services, of its best men in its em-
ploy; and I say that in the establish of any myst
which precludes the employment of the best men in any
branch of the service ia radically wrong, and it ought 10
be changed; 1 care not by what exs it comes. No
appeal can be made mminrmpn ien or feelings, [ am
wmng 1o pay money to these officars, if (hat is all that is
required ; bat [am ot willing that they should be in the
way of others, and thus to balance the account with their
country bE doing as much liarm as good. The Executive
has, as | have belore observed, the power 1o correct most
of the evila complained of; but he will not do it if the
present system 18 continued. take some proper
occasion 10 recommend an eotirely new organization of
the Navy.Department. You generally have a Secretary
of the Navy who knows nothing in the world about na-
val matters, He in brought here [rom his profession, and
has 1o depend upon others {or all the information be gets,
und those others in sowise onible for their ndvice.
His word is the law. 1 a squadron isto be fitted glt.m
under the direction ol the President, orders the ships
their ofhcera without knowing anything about them.

Sir, this one-man power will not do in sach an estab-
lishment. I think that there is no living man that has
the intellectual or physical power to perform the duties
of the Navy Department as they ought to be performed in
justice to the country. M. President, | look 1o the navy
as the bulwark of our honor if not safety; and [ {dlgt.
sir, that all your famous schemes in relerence to Caba
will vanish like mist before the wind, and gentlemen
will regret the war-like apeeches which they have made,
if you do not look 1 your navy in time. Look at the
thremtening aspect of France and England. 1t has amazed
me we are %0 initferent about the only means you
have 1o defend your honor. Suppose Europe should com
hine against you, as they would have done ago i
there had been a monarch there worth thegold in his
crown, _Every one of your ports would have been block
aded. They would have forbidden you to go on the
ocean, They wonld bave declared that, as .‘: ht"
sumed thia continent 10 be your own, you Id
the  gopha 10 l:am. In such Sows, how ;ﬂ;g bave
fared twenty-five years ago ! 1t is very .
hoast; but | know the ':ufut of a 32-pound shol al sea
al any rate, and | know thata man's cannol save
his head in such & case. Lut me assure senators, whil
| am discoursing upon this subject, that I am speaking
1o the most important subject that can now occapy the
atiention of American slaleamen. el

Mr. President, | repeat that the Secretary of vy
should have ible advisers, and that in all the de-
tails he should have his vote, and that is all. nn
cabinet minister, The President has the power of t-
ing him. | wonld have it so. He may know all aboat
those doties; but | would have him instructed in all
:lh'lo- branches in hwhicl; I:n‘!' isk deficient—not | oi-

itinerant teachers, bul by known, responmble in-
structors ~ Sir, | would have s board established. I
would have that board composed of the heads of all
the bareaus. | would have them meet nuaiun hour
every day. | womld have. the Secretary of the Navy ex
officio president of 1he board; and the modus
would be this: When the President and Congress want-
ed & fleet to go to the West Indies, or 10 the East Indies, or
unywhere else, the order would be presented to I:O mut[
the ships and the officers would be selected i'!'ge""
#0 throngh the instramentality of this board the govern-
ment .3 would have the benefit, "km, :
have, of the best experience and b:"“"ﬂ
the navy upon every given queation. A8 “W‘ MM:
you have several irrespons koow aboat
the head of the ordnance bureau may Know mors at
constcuction, yet he has nothing o say sboat it i he is to
look to the guns and 10 nothing elee. The who
hian charge of the construction may know more nbout
onlnance, yet he has nothing to say about the ord-
nance. Now, [ say that the whole power of these
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